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The story of humanity is closely linked to our co-existence with the environment

and its fluctuations. Our societies have historically used land, agriculture, water, wildlife
and natural resources to improve our lifestyle. Growth has proceeded with limited
consideration for sustainable practices. The unsustainable use of natural resources has
created a considerable inheritance for future generations. Now, our earth is asking for the
“bill”. This paper will summarize what ISCA member organizations (non-governmental
sport organizations) are doing to address the challenges posed by climate change and
global warming.

The “bill” to be paid by this and future generations will require cooperation on a global
scale — a cooperation rarely seen on most societal issues. Climate change and global
warming are now scientific facts and are two key parts of the “bill’ we all must pay. The
challenges they pose demand behavioral changes which are particularly difficult for
developing nations to fulfill. More than one hundred islands of the Pacific Ocean have
asked for relocation because of the current and anticipated ocean level rise. Humans have
contributed to the loss of more than 35 % of earth’s natural biodiversity. Consumption of
fossil resources, most notably oll, is still on the rise. Significant changes in human behavior
are necessary for us to balance the impact of our natural resources consumption with the
needs of future generations.

“Sport for All” organizations have long been active in promoting social and behavioral
changes on a mass scale. The responsibilities of such organizations have for a long time
included the environment and related issues. ISCA member organizations are taking up
the challenges of today by adopting an environmentally-friendly approach in which sport
and nature are interrelated. Sport is generally defined by its mass spectator appeal.
However, “Sport for All” relates to leisure and recreational sports practiced by men and
women like you and me. Therefore, it is appropriate that ISCA, with more than 30 million
members worldwide, uses its position to promote harmonious co-existence between sport
and the environment.

This report is not a “statement of advice” to be greener in our daily life. It is a global
overview of environmental commitments of ISCA member organizations. While this report
highlights existing commitments, its underlying purpose is to create a platform for
environmental change among “Sport for All” associations and networks. This report follows
the memorandum of understanding signed in 2003 between the International Sport and
Culture Association and the United Nation Environment Program (UNEP). ISCA is
prepared to further lead and represent “Sport for All” associations in an international
network that addresses issues related to sport and the environment.
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) International Sport and Culture Association

ISCA was created in 1995 with the purpose of:

Supporting cross-border understanding
through sport and culture

Promoting sport as a bearer of cultural identity
Encouraging the broadest possible

participation in sports and cultural activities for
affiliated members
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ISCA, thanks to its partnership with the United
Nations Environment Programme, takes an active
role in environmental protection with regard to
sport. ISCA is also prepared to lead a second
stage of collaboration with UNEP with regards to
sport and the environment.
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Manifestations sportives
Développement

durable
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Meetings of the whole network as oftenas
possible are very important to keep the network
alive and to get new impulses and ideas
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Photo: SOKOH
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Photo: les soldats inconnus
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Conclusion

Through its involvement in sustainable development and environmental education with
young people, COMPENSAR is a leader in environmental awareness and action in
Colombia. Once again it appears that working in the field of youth is a relevant way to
build the foundations of responsible behavior in regards of our planet. COMPENSAR
thanks to these activities, provides a good example of sustainable development by
covering the environmental field, the social field and the economic field. COMPENSAR
gives also the proof of the relevancy and the efficiency of the sport association in their
work to improve our life style, by bringing together people, culture and nature.
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AII the associations profiled in this report follow a similar way of thinking with

regard to our planet. These nine organizations are neither the most polluting nor the
cleanest sports associations on earth. However they are convinced that “thinking globally”
and “acting locally” is a relevant approach for sports associations to have a positive impact
on our environment. ISCA member organizations are aware that their initiatives may not
be 100 % carbon neutral. However their efforts are significant attempts at balancing
environmental protection with cultural experiences.

Commitments introduced in this report constitute a pool of ideas that show how “Sport for
All” organizations can play a major and active role in solving global environmental
challenges. ISCA counts more than one hundred member organisations in the field of
sport and culture for all. This report gives proof that the environment can be taken into
consideration by every kind of organization. However it should be noted that these
represent less than 10% of the total organization. This fact suggests that more work is
needed to make additional commitments as well as to encourage further environmentally-
friendly action. Thus, one of the many objectives of this report is to create change among
other ISCA member organizations.

With reference to the objectives specified in the 2003 memorandum of understanding,
ISCA will seek further cooperation with UNEP in the future. Aware that a report alone is
not enough to spark action, ISCA is prepared to further lead and represent “Sport for All”
associations in an international network that addresses sport and the environment. The
environmental endeavours of ISCA will further promote its philosophy of “JOYFUL SPIRIT”
and sport, culture and nature for all.

Raphaél BOUJU
Project Officer

January 2008
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If you want more information about these projects or about ISCA environmental
commitments, please contact:

Raphael BOUJU
r.bouju@gmail.com
+45 33 29 80 26

For special information about ISCA member organizations, please refer to the table below.

UFOLEP UBAE
Arnaud JEAN Lindsay Young
ajean.laligue@ufolep-usep.fr cess@ubae.net
+331435897 71 +34 93 45 94 430
uISP UTGAA
Massimo Tossini Kiyimba Musisi
m.tossini@uisp.it katxam@yahoo.co.uk
+39 06 43 98 41 +256 77 24 35 555
JUUS COMPENSAR
Franck Kaiser Guillermo Gonzales
frankkaiser77@yahoo.de ggonzalez@compensar.com
+49 61 24 72 30 06 +57 142 80 325
IRSH UMFI
Blendi Dibra Seemundur Rundlfsson
irsh_centre@yahoo.com saemundur@umfi.is
+3552 24 12 29 +35 45 68 29 29
SOKOL ISCA
Vladimir Dostal Secretariat Denmark
VDostal@sokol-cos.cz info@isca-web.org
+42 02 57 00 72 54 +45 33 29 80 26

Or visit the web site:

Www.Isca-web.org
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